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There was a woman who was preparing the last loaf of bread for her and her son
before—as she knew—they would literally starve. Despite their own crisis, God told Elijah
that He had commanded this woman to sustain him. (1 Kings 17:9) When Elijah found
her and asked for bread and water, she immediately gave him the water, but she knew
she couldn’t afford to spare any bread. She explained her own plight to Elijah and most
likely assumed he would go seek food elsewhere. Then he repeated himself, asking for
only a small morsel of bread for himself and assuring her that she and her son could
eat the rest. She and her own son were on the brink of starvation themselves, but she
obeyed. She was faithful to God and to His prophet, despite her obvious fear. Because
she answered Godis call even when it wasnit easy, God promised her that her your and
olive oil jars would not be empty until the rain came again. God not only fulplled that
promise to the widow but also the promise He made all believers in Proverbs 10:3. “The
LORD does not let the righteous go hungry . . .” God will always sustain those who make
a sacripce to sustain others.

Jesus Himself expressed the importance of giving despite our own
circumstances. One day, Jesus sat in the temple, watching all the Jews give their
offerings to the treasury. Many rich men gave plenty of money, and they were most
likely quite respected for their large gifts. Then one poor widow—one who had almost
nothing herself—gave two coins. They were worth only a fraction of penny, yet as Jesus
revealed, she gave more than all the rich men. Unlike the rich men who gave out of their
abundance, the widow gave absolutely everything she had.

In the last year we have seen many families come to us in despair and yet were
able to give them a place to stay and show them steps to self sufpciency. The provision
of resources and counseling that shed the light for them to see their way was only made
possible by our supporters such as you. It is an encouragement and blessing to us to
see those of you who recognize the dire situation that some of our community faces in
realizing homelessness and facing foreclosure or other tragic circumstance that leads
them to having no where to sleep at night. In these 9 months of 2008, we have seen
91% of our guests move from homelessness to a stable living condition. We thank you
for your faithful support in continuing to have a desire to see those with fewer resources
have a place to stay and an avenue of restoring their stable home environment. Thank
you for your sacripcial giving in such a difpcult time. It is our sincere prayer that you will
continue to support this essential work in our community.
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A Thank You From our
Resident Children
and Families

The drawings throughout
this newsletter were drawn
for you - our supporters

- by our resident children
as a thank you for helping
them and their families.
Please take the time to
enjoy each one and read
the thank yous from the
children and parents.

Contact GSA today at 703-
724-1555 to ynd out about
our upcoming events and
current shelter needs.

Boy - age 3

The Good Shepherd
Alliance is a non-propt
501(c)(3) organization.

Donations are tax-
deductible to the full
extent of the law.

www.loundounhomeless.org
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We have had the distinct pleasure of having hundreds of volunteers painting, baking, cooking, glueing and coloring, playing
games, hosting egg hunts, spreading mulch, building picnic tables, pxing cars, tutoring children, teaching piano, playing
basketball, mentoring women, donating clothing, providing supplies, tearing down walls and building them up again, hauling

in freezers and hauling out refrigerators, donating cars, watering plants, mowing lawns, doing data entry, hanging and sorting
clothing, picking up food, transporting guests, walking for shelter, hosting dinners, and of course, support GSA through your
sacripcial giving. What would we do without you? Words cannot express our thanks for your dedication and joy over serving with
you throughout the last year. Our sincere prayer is that you will continue to be a part of the GSA team! Thank you for all your hard
work. - The Good Shepherd Alliance Board of Directors and Staff
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“Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; LOUQ, '

love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not Girl Age 7
act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not

provoked, does not take into account a wrong

suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but

rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all

things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love

never fails.”

- 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

“This kind of love is not natural. We do not live
instinctively for others and their spiritual needs
and good. God - does not fall in love with us. He
deliberately chose to do so. Love must not only be
expressed, but cultivated in our lives and it matures
as we gaze upon the cross.”
Pastor Herb Taylor
Skyline Baptist Church, Front Royal, Virginia Girl Age 8
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| enjoy serving at the Hebron house because of the chance to
spend time with the women and children there. | also want my
daughter to grow up and know what it means to volunteer and
serve others and the only way to do that is to show her what
that looks like. Even though she’s only 7 months old right
now, | know that itis never too early to model that for her.
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On my prst visit to the Hebron House, | was overwhelmed with the
great need of companionship by the women and children. It was a
great experience to spend time talking with the women and playing
outside with the children. They are in need of God’s Word and
Love and | am very grateful to be able to develop and maintain a
relationship with them.

- Laura Brownstein - Angel Bowen

Because | have never been to a womenis shelter, | did not know
what to expect. It was a very heart felt experience to see what
Good Shepherd is providing for these women.

- Denise Ferrari

Who would have thought cooking a meal and sharing it with
women and children in need on a Friday night could be so
much fun? But, itis! | am always amazed at what fun it is to
watch the children gobble down fresh watermelon and the
women show such appreciation. | leave feeling more blessed
to have played a small role in helping these ladies out.

- Carrie Pingry

To receive an information packet
or to be added to our email list
contact GSA at 703-724-1555
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Please call GSA today at 703-724-1555 for more information about how you can help.
Wonit you consider becoming a monthly shelter sponsor? Please contact us today; we

need your support to keep the programs going.

Help Support the GSA Shelter Program Today - Call 703-724-1555 www.loudounhomeless.org






