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 There was a woman who was preparing the last loaf of bread for her and her son 
before—as she knew—they would literally starve. Despite their own crisis, God told Elijah 
that He had commanded this woman to sustain him. (1 Kings 17:9) When Elijah found 
her and asked for bread and water, she immediately gave him the water, but she knew 
she couldn’t afford to spare any bread. She explained her own plight to Elijah and most 
likely assumed he would go seek food elsewhere. Then he repeated himself, asking for 
only a small morsel of bread for himself and assuring her that she and her son could 
eat the rest. She and her own son were on the brink of starvation themselves, but she 
obeyed. She was faithful to God and to His prophet, despite her obvious fear. Because 
she answered Godõs call even when it wasnõt easy, God promised her that her ÿour and 
olive oil jars would not be empty until the rain came again. God not only fulþlled that 
promise to the widow but also the promise He made all believers in Proverbs 10:3. “The 
LORD does not let the righteous go hungry . . .” God will always sustain those who make 
a sacriþce to sustain others. 
 Jesus Himself expressed the importance of giving despite our own 
circumstances. One day, Jesus sat in the temple, watching all the Jews give their 
offerings to the treasury. Many rich men gave plenty of money, and they were most 
likely quite respected for their large gifts. Then one poor widow—one who had almost 
nothing herself—gave two coins. They were worth only a fraction of penny, yet as Jesus 
revealed, she gave more than all the rich men. Unlike the rich men who gave out of their 
abundance, the widow gave absolutely everything she had. 
 In the last year we have seen many families come to us in despair and yet were 
able to give them a place to stay and show them steps to self sufþciency. The provision 
of resources and counseling that shed the light for them to see their way was only made 
possible by our supporters such as you. It is an encouragement and blessing to us to 
see those of you who recognize the dire situation that some of our community faces in 
realizing homelessness and facing foreclosure or other tragic circumstance that leads 
them to having no where to sleep at night.  In these 9 months of 2008, we have seen 
91% of our guests move from homelessness to a stable living condition.  We thank you 
for your faithful support in continuing to have a desire to see those with fewer resources 
have a place to stay and an avenue of restoring their stable home environment.   Thank 
you for your sacriþcial giving in such a difþcult time.  It is our sincere prayer that you will 
continue to support this essential work in our community.  
God bless you and your family.

This Issue is dedicated to the entire Good Shepherd Alliance team of volunteers, 
donors, prayer warriors and supporters.  Your sacriþcial support has made it 
possible to provide love and care for families, women and children in crisis.  We 
want you to know that you are sincerely appreciated.  We and our residents are 
thankful for all that you have done and are doing.  Thank you for helping us help 
them.  Please enjoy this special issue dedicated to you.

The Good Shepherd 
Alliance is a non-proþt 
501(c)(3) organization.  

Donations are tax-
deductible to the full 

extent of the law.

Providing help and hope for the homeless in Loudoun County since 1983.

A Thank You From our 
Resident Children 
and Families
The drawings throughout 
this newsletter were drawn 
for you - our supporters 
-  by our resident children 
as a thank you for helping 
them and their families.  
Please take the time to 
enjoy each one and read 
the thank yous from the 
children and parents.

Boy - age 3

Contact GSA today at 703-
724-1555 to ýnd out about 
our upcoming events and 
current shelter needs.
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-  Bible Excerpts from Katie Lightle,
   student at Liberty University




